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Rosie Maldonne is outspoken and sexy. Sheâ€™s also unemployed, and, with three children and a

cat, life is a little tough. The four of themâ€”well, five, if you count the catâ€”live in the South of

France, in a run-down trailer near a vacant lot. They make do, living off her part-time waitressing job

and a little help from the state.Rosie thinks things are finally turning around when she meets

handsome police officer JÃ©rÃ´meâ€”until she realizes that his appearance coincides with her friend

VÃ©roâ€™s disappearance. Then, something even stranger happens: Rosie finds a package with a

crazy amount of money in the trash can of a fast-food joint. With so much going on, Rosie has some

big questions: Where is VÃ©ro? Is JÃ©rÃ´me too good to be true? Who put all that cash in the

trash? And what happens when they want it back?
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Rose Maldone is a welfare mamma. At her mother's knee, she learned the basics of life - flashy

make-up, sexy lingerie, and how to wring out as much public assistance as possible. She learned

how to attract men and how to push them away. She learned how to survive, but not how to thrive.

She lives day-to-day because it's all she knows. She envies people with easier lives, but the road to



prosperity means commitment and she's a free spirit.Then Rose (or "Cri-cri" as she prefers to be

called) finds envelopes full of money. And the mafia is involved. And there are corrupt politicians.

And there are shady deals that bring the two together and Rose and her children are caught in the

middle. And meanwhile life goes on, including the ever-present woes of Rose's friends who are all

as screwed up as she is. They live on the edge; hook up with worthless (sometimes dangerous)

men; have children and sometimes lose those children.Four men enter her life. One is a handsome,

young policeman who doesn't act much like a cop. One is a courtly older gentleman who wants to

take care of her and her children, but doesn't want sex in return. (Exactly how old IS this guy?) And

the other two are Mafioso who are sent to eliminate her, but can't seem to get the job done.I'll be

honest here. In order to enjoy this book, you'll have to suspend judgement and be prepared to

accept some things that don't really add up. Rose lives in France. Her friends (and enemies) have

French names and drink pastis, but they all speak impeccable British/American slang and NONE of

them (to me) are believably French. If you're going to enjoy this book, you'll just have to sit back and

let the craziness of Rose and the situations she gets into wash over you.
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